How Rich Counties Raise Costs for the State: A Snapshot of Penalty-Enhancing Bills Advancing in the 2025 Session
Lawmakers who sponsor higher penalties tend to represent richer counties less affected by jail bills
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County Jail Bills, Fiscal Year 2024 — Ranked by Share of County Budget

% of Jail Days S Jail Bills
Allotted Used Budget Jail Bills Represent
by County FY 2024 FY 2024 Following % of
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Tyler 57.9% §45,161,653 §108,718 0.2%
Marshall 72.4% £74,454 688 $501, 269 0.7%
Pendleton 48.9% £8,792,460 $67,700 0.8%
Tucker 41.4% 27,902,414 £63,365 0.8%
Wetzel 122.9% $65,074,692 $455,391 0.8%
Monroe 36.3% $10,579,718 £101,715 1.0%
Grant 58.4% £11,428,028 £145,124 1.3%
Taylor 81.7% $22,500,180 $308,550 1.4%
Pocahontas B88.3% $11,198,468 $161,258 1.4%
Brooke 62.4% $19,677,319 $318,540 1.6%
Ohio 74.5% $44,047,385 £716,298 1.6%
Jefferson 53.1% 41,554,475 $604, 897 1.7%
Doddridge 191.4% 525,298,901 5428929 1.7%
Greenbrier 70.1% 522,462,100 £524,049 2.3%
Ritchie 136.4% £12 246,845 $305,528 2.5%
Wirt 79.0% $3,63B,685 $92 956 2.6%
Morgan a4 3% $13,6569,433 $378,322 2.8%
Pleasants 110.7% $6,041,188 $200,838 3.0%
Wyoming B81.5% £12,624,015 $396,706 3.1%
Putnam 6B8.5% $27,631,636 $891 041 3.2%
Summers 77.3% £6,360,820 £209,445 3.3%
Hardy 104.9% $10,745,824 £364,666 3.4%
Lewis 114.4% £13,870,068 3488 346 3.5%
Mineral 54 2% £9,046,113 £330,733 3.7%
Raleigh 63.5% £29,009,632 £1,072,156 3.7%
Hancock 64 6% $11,352,798 $425,656 3.7%
Wayne 67.1% $15,490,037 £502 653 3.8%
Hampshire 85.5% £11,795,155 $454,284 3.5%
Gilmer 105.5% £4,865,342 £192,107 3.9%
Monongalia 74.5% $42,641,743 $1,786,246 4.2%
Mason B5.7% 11,868,340 £500,722 4.2%
Jackson 100.4% £15,677,721 $663 668 4.2%
Braxton 109.5% £7.537.404 £336,180 4.5%
Kanawha 75.8% 568,903,040 $3,106,148 4.5%
Berkeley 101.4% $65,362,786 $2,961 809 4.6%
Preston 77.8% $11,800,243 £603,047 5.1%
Mercer BT.8% $21,919,023 $1,212,516 5.5%
Boone 104.6% 0,573,321 4£553,109 5.8%
Cabell 103.6% £40,820,578 £2,361,049 5.8%
Fayette 103.4% $17,443,724 £1,010,019 b5.8%
Wood 893.5% $31,651,042 $1,858,722 5.9%
Harrison 111.3% £29,000,553 £1,821,840 6.3%
Barbour 144.6% £8,989,731 £602,400 6.7%
Calhoun 146.1% £3,549,507 £245,782 6.9%
Logan 181.2% $21,659,559 $1,675,247 7.7%
Roane 134.0% £5,786,810 $496,203 B.6%
Randolph 177.1% 415,509,644 £1,395,201 9.0%
Upsher 173.5% £12,309,730 £1,162,305 9.4%
Webster 151.0% $3,187,583 $345,207 10.8%
Nicholas 132.6% £7,911,388 4£857,599 10.8%
Lincoln 107.2% £4,680,335 £535,661 11.4%
McDowell 201.0% £8,950,484 £1,113,765 12.4%
Mingo 195.6% $10,393,656 $1,327,277 12.8%
Marion 162.5% %£18,681,673 £2,530,564 13.5%
Clay 286.3% £1,756,421 £701,449 39.9%
All Counties 96.7%| %$1,086,885,151 $42 766,155 3.9%

Sources: WVCBP analysis of WV State Auditor - Local Government Services Division, County Budgets 2023-2024; WV Division of

Corrections and Rehabilitation, Invoices by County Summary July 2023 through June 2024.



https://www.wvsao.gov/localgovernment/
https://wvpolicy.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Jail-Bills-FY-2024.pdf
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