
   

AN ESTIMATED 25,400 WEST VIRGINIANS WILL LOSE SNAP 

NUTRITION ASSISTANCE UNDER THE TRUMP ADMINISTRATION’S 

PROPOSED RULE  

The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) is the cornerstone of the nation’s 
nutrition assistance safety net. The program is effective and efficient, serving 95 percent of the 
eligible population in West Virginia. In any given year, more than 340,000 West Virginians 
benefit from this vital nutrition program.  
 
A special provision in SNAP called broad-based categorical eligibility (BBCE) is at risk due to a 
proposed rule change by the Trump Administration. Without BBCE, approximately 3.1 million 
people across the country will lose access to food assistance and more than 500,000 children 
will lose free school meals. This includes an estimated 25,400 West Virginians, many of whom 
are children, seniors, and those with disabilities.  
 
What is Broad-Based Categorical Eligibility? 
Broad-based categorical eligibility is a provision in SNAP that gives states the flexibility they 
need to administer the program in a way that maximizes efficiency. BBCE allows states to adjust 
income eligibility limits so that low-income families who have difficulty covering expenses like 
child care or housing can receive help putting food on the table. 42 states, including West 
Virginia, utilize BBCE to make SNAP work better for the state and its residents.  
 
Through these provisions, the West Virginia Department of Health and Human Resources 
(DHHR) is able to extend gross income limits from 130% of poverty to the maximum allowable 
200%. It also relaxes asset limit tests that discourage program participants from saving for a 
rainy day. Such rules help mitigate the cliff effect that low-income families face when they 
suddenly lose access to the SNAP food budget they rely on to make ends meet due to slight 
changes in their household budgets. 
 
BBCE reduces the state costs of administering SNAP  
The impacts on DHHR will be significant. Nationally, the rule is expected increase federal and 
state administrative costs by $2.3 billion a year and increase inefficiencies in service delivery. 
Reorganizing eligibility standards will require significant internal changes to the SNAP 
application process and increase burdens on local county staff, creating delays in benefit 
approval for those households that do qualify for food assistance. Mississippi’s Department of 
Human Services estimates that eliminating BBCE would cost the state $1.5 million to 
implement. 
 
 
 
 

https://fns-prod.azureedge.net/sites/default/files/resource-files/WestVirginia.pdf
https://www.cbpp.org/press/statements/misguided-trump-administration-rule-would-take-basic-food-assistance-from-working
https://www.bostonfed.org/publications/communities-and-banking/2017/winter/cliff-effects-and-the-supplemental-nutrition-assistance-program.aspx


   

 
BBCE brings dollars to local grocers, retailers, and our economy 
WVU’s Food Justice Lab estimates that the net loss of federal SNAP dollars through the 
elimination of BBCE would total nearly $20 million per year. That is $20 million no longer 
flowing into our local grocers and retailers.   
 
The sudden loss of access to vital food resources will increase pressure on the state’s charitable 
food infrastructure which is already underfunded and stretched thin. 
 
Estimated Impacts by County 

 
Public comment on the proposed rule is open through September 23, 2019.  

https://frac.salsalabs.org/comment-on-trump-cat-el-proposed-rule/index.html
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2019/07/24/2019-15670/revision-of-categorical-eligibility-in-the-supplemental-nutrition-assistance-program-snap

